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NOTES ON THE REDUVIIDX BUG, ERATYRUS CUSPI-
DATUS STAL., NATURALLY INFECTED WITH TRY-
PANOSOMA CRUZI CHAGAS FOUND IN PANAMA
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Medical Fntomologist and Assistan Direcior, Gorgos Memorial faboralory,
Panama, B, de P

The purpose of this paper is to record the finding of a third
apecies of haematophagous bug of the family Reduviidae with a
natural infection of Trypanosoma eruzi Chagas, the organism of
Chagas diseaze, in Panama. A paper (1) presented in 1932 gave
an aceount of Triatomea geniculata Latr., with a natural infeetion
of this trypanosome being found in this Rupublic. A second (2)
paper reported the finding of Rhodnius pallescens Barber also
infected.

On September 20, 1933, Dr. Juan Feraud Penafiel captured a
specimen of Reduviidae in the bathroom of one of the buildings of
the Retiro Matias Hernandez, a hospital for mental diseases,
Ioeated about six miles from the ecity of Panama. He recognized
this inseel as one of the Reduviidae and very kindly brought it
to this laboratory for examination.

The writer was absent from the laboratory at this time but a
Panamanian assistant, Gabriel Wade, placed the bug on a clean
guinea pig, no. 789, on September 21, the day after it was re-
ceived, It was later fed on this same guinea pig on three other
days, September 25, September 27 and October 2. This guinea
pig beeame positive, with Trypanosoma cruzi Chagas first appear-
ing in its peripheral blood on October 6, fifteen days after the bug
fed on the animal for the first time.

This bug was later placed on a second guinea pig, no. 812, on
four oeeasions, October 7, 9, 13, and 14, but it refused to feed each
time. It began ovipositing on September 27 and between that
date and October 14 a tofal of sixty-four eggs was deposifed.
The bug died on October 16.
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The writer returned to the laboratory on September 24 and on
examining this insect considered it to be a specimen of the genus
FEratyrus, Since thiz genus apparently had not been reported
before from Panama the specimen was sent to the United States
National Museum where Mr, H. (&, Barber kindly examined it
and found it to be an Erafyrus cusprdatus Stal.

This species seems to have been previously reported only from
Colombia and Venezuela. In 1919, Tejera (3) reported finding a
gpecimen of this species with a natural infection of Trypenosoma
cruzi in Venezuela. The present occurrence is, therefore, the
second time this species has been found with an infection that
was naturally acquired.
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